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Overview

• Transition of transport in Europe
• Innovation of Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning
• SUMP in Practice
• European Strategies and Background
• SUMP Projects
• Summary and Perspectives



Transport Policy Europe

Source: European Environmental Agency 2010: Indicators tracking transport and 
environment in the European Union, Report No 2

• EU: supranational policy level

• Member states are the target group 
for all European policies

• Because of the international 
dimension of the transport sector EU 
policy plays an important role 

• Focus: Technology and infrastructure

• For urban transport important 
policies:

 European pollution standards

 Efficiency and climate policy with 
emission standards for fleets

 Clean air policy



Rising importance of urban transport 
development

• European Union and United 
Nations consider urban 
transport much more relevant

• Urban transport has a high 
importance for an economic 
and an ecologic sound 
development of cities

• Financial crisis of many 
European cities promotes 
strategies aiming at 
effectiveness and efficiency

• Cities are laboratory for social, 
cultural, and technical 
innovations and starting point 
for transformation processes
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Strategies for urban transport in the EU 
White Paper (2011)

• Urban transport systems: intelligent and CO2-free 
 In 2030 halving of ICE and in 2050 removal of ICE in 

European cities
CO2 free logistic in urban areas (2030)
Urban Access restriction (Green Zones, Charging)
 Introduction of user pays“/ „polluter pays“ principles to 

finance urban infrastructure
 Strong progression in safety („near zero fatalities“ 2050)
 Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (SUMPs) are common 

practice
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Core elements of sustainable urban 
mobility planning

Process Dialogue IntegrationTarget

• Combination of economic, ecologic and social issues
• Setting of targets: They are ambitious, concrete and measurable and result of a 

dialogue process.

• Involvement of stakeholder and citizen participation

• Coverage of all modes

• Cooperation between

 City departments (e.g. transport planning, city development, treasurer)

 National, regional and urban administration

 Neighboring cities 
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A new culture of mobility planning
 change from…                                    to…

Transport People

Capacities and speed Accessibility

Traffic engineering Multi-disciplinary planning

Infrastructure focus Combination of infrastructure, 
market, service, and 
communication

Monitoring and data collection Evaluation and Learning

Main planning actors:
Politics and city administration

Involvement of stakeholders 
and citizens
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SUMP: 
a concept promoted by the EU

• Action Plan on Urban Mobility 2009
– 20 actions at EU level/ Action 1: SUMP

– Review ongoing!

• EU Transport Ministers support SUMP 

• European Parliament calls for introduction

• Transport White Paper 2011: Action 31

• Requirement in CIVITAS Call 2011 

• Urban Mobility Package (end 2013)

• Directive, Support Framework, …?
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ELTISplus: the reference 
project for SUMP

• Knowledge consolidation, awareness raising 
and training on SUMP in 31 European countries 

• Guidelines on Developing and Implementing a 
Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan 

• Based on broad practitioner input from all over 
Europe
– 49 interviews with stakeholders/ 26 countries

– online survey, expert consultations

– workshops with 54 experts from 19 countries

• www.mobilityplans.eu
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European projects about 
Sustainable Urban Mobility 
Planning (Selection)

Literatur: 
www.rupprecht-consult.eu/nc/downloads/document/e.html
Platformen: Eltis.org; www.mobilityplans.eu

• EltisPlus
• CiViTAS DYN@MO
• CH4LLENGE: Addressing Key Challenges for 

Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning
• ENDURANCE: EU-wide establishment of 

enduring national and European support 
networks for sustainable urban mobility

• Do the right mix: Sustainable Urban Mobility 
Campaign

• BUMP: Boosting Urban Mobility Plans
• POLY-SUMP: Polycentric Sustainable Urban 

Mobility Plan
• QUEST: Quality management tool for Urban 

Energy efficient Sustainable Transport
• ADVANCE: Auditing and Certification Scheme to 

increase the quality of sustainable urban 
mobility plans in cities 

http://www.rupprecht-consult.eu/nc/downloads/document/e.html
http://www.mobilityplans.eu/
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The sustainable urban mobility 
planning cycle

• A full cycle includes four main phases:
I: Preparing well for the planning process

II: Rational and transparent goal setting

III: Elaborating the plan

IV: Implementing the plan

• SUMP Guidelines developed in ELTISplus:
  11 main steps and 
  32 activities

• Elements and activities provide a logical rather than a sequential 
structure – obvious timing requirements, but process resembles cycle of 
activities, partially running in parallel
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http://www.mobilityplans.eu/docs/SUMP_guidelines_web0.pdf

http://www.mobilityplans.eu/docs/SUMP_guidelines_web0.pdf
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Six Minimum Requirements 
for a SUMP

1. Objectives: What is the vision for your city? Which 
objectives should be achieved? Which strategies will be 
applied?

2. Areas of intervention: What are your main activities to 
address identified local problems? How will you integrate 
policies and measures?

3. Complementary Policies and Plans: Which synergies will 
you use or create in implementing the plan?

4. Information and Engagement: How will you bring citizens 
and stakeholder on board? How will you create support for 
implementation - and communicate it?

5. Monitoring and evaluation: How will you check progress? 
How will you learn from implementation?

6. Timing and Financing (if not part of the plan to be 
separately presented): What will be implemented when? 
What is the available budget?
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Planning practice in European 
Members States

Quelle: The State-of the Art of Sustainable urban mobility plans in Europe, 2012. S: 21

Local Transport Plan

Plans de Déplacements 
Urbains (PDU)

Piani Urbani del Traffico 
(PUT)
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Source: The State-of the Art of Sustainable urban mobility plans in Europe, 2012. P: 40

SUMP: State-of-the-Art 

• Not a common practice 
but basic approaches 
visible in European cities

• Positive development in 
the last 10 years: more 
cities, better planning 
processes

• Every cities does 
something but nobody is 
perfect

• New members states are 
catching-up

Source: Study to support an impact 
assessment of the urban mobility package, DG 
MOVE, 2013

Blue: Close to SUMP
Orange: On their Way
Violet: Under development
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Typical problems of
urban transport planning

• Too much focus on urban centers instead on transport 
region

• Poor collaboration between decision makers
• Lack of targets
• Lack of monitoring and evaluation of the plan and 

measure implementation
• Poor stakeholder involvement and participation

Source: Study to support an impact assessment of the urban mobility package, DG MOVE, 2013
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• CH4LLENGE (2013-2016) 
addresses the four most 
pressing challenges in the 
development and 
implementation of 
Sustainable Urban Mobility 
Plans.

• Nine European cities will 
test innovative and 
transferable solutions in 
participation, cooperation, 
measure identification as 
well as monitoring and 
evaluation.

• Geographical focus are the 
New Member States 
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The four challenges in the Cycle



  Prague-Seminar, Seite 21

Challenge self-assesssment
               

City Country Role Inhabitants
Approved 

SUMP in place
SUMP under 
preparation

Topical plans in place 
(road - cycling - parking 

...)

No specific plans 
in place

Amiens France Partner City 133.448 x x    

Antalya Turkey Follower City 1.001.318     x  

Bielefeld Germany Follower City 327.199   x x  

Brno Czech Republic Partner City 378.327   x x  

Budapest Hungary Partner City 1.741.041   x x  

Chiaravalle Italy Follower City 15.056   x x  

Coimbra Portugal Follower City 143.052       x

Dresden Germany Partner City 525.105   x x  

Gdynia Poland Follower City 248.574   x x  

Ghent Belgium Partner City 248.242 x x    

Gostyn Poland Follower City 20.183       x

Kalmar Sweden Follower City 36.392   x    

Kaunas Lithuania Follower City 353.800     x  

Koprivnica Croatia Follower City 31.554   x    

Kotka Finland Follower City 54.877     x x

Krakow Poland Partner City 759.131   x x  

Ljutomer Slovenia Follower City 11.720 x      

Lviv Ukraine Follower City 734.000        

Madrid Spain Follower City 3.198.645   x x  

Nova Gorica Slovenia Follower City 36.710 x      

Pardubice Czech Republic Follower City 89.467     x  

Riga Latvia Follower City 699.203     x  

Sevilla Spain Follower City 698.042        

Skopje Macedonia Follower City 506.926 x      

Targu Mures Romania Follower City 127.849     x  

Tartu Estonia Follower City 103.284     x  

Timisoara Romania Partner City 311.428     x  

Turku Finland Follower City 180.314     x  

Utrecht Netherlands Follower City 321.989 x      

Venice Italy Follower City 270.589   x x  

Vienna Austria Follower City 1.757.353 x x x  

Warsaw Poland Follower City 1.711.324 x   x  

West Yorkshire UK Partner City 2.226.058 x   x  

Zagreb Croatia Partner City 790.017     x  
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Results of traffic light exercise
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Results of traffic light exercise
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Brno: CH4LLENGE partner city
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Summary and Perspectives

• The SUMP-planning cycle facilitates a 
comprehensive planning process.

• SUMP helps to address urban transport problems 
more target-oriented.

• European projects are developing guidelines for 
the planning practice.

• Strategic transport planning processes like SUMP 
will become more important.

• The Urban Mobility Package will set the 
framework.

• A SUMP could be the requirement for receiving 
public funding.

• SUMP is challenging for every cities because 
planning processes become more complex and 
interdisciplinary.
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Thank you!

Dr. Susanne Böhler-Baedeker, Rupprecht Consult

s.boehler@rupprecht-consult.eu

0221-60605514

www.rupprecht-consult.eu

Website will be soon available: sump-challenges.eu

http://www.rupprecht-consult.eu/
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